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“How To Become WISER IN…!” • In both good and difficult times, we must choose our

 words wisely—practicing self-control!
…7 People can tame all kinds of animals, birds, reptiles, and fish, 8 but no one can 
tame the tongue. It is restless and evil, full of deadly poison. 9 Sometimes it praises 
our Lord and Father, and sometimes it curses those who have been made in the 
image of God. 10 And so blessing and cursing come pouring out of the same mouth. 
Surely, my brothers and sisters, this is not right! 11 Does a spring of water bubble 
out with both fresh water and bitter water? 12 Does a fig tree produce olives, or a 
grapevine produce figs? No, and you can’t draw fresh water from a salty spring. 
James 3:1–12 (NLT)  

• Bitterness and jealousy will rob us of opportunities in life

—so commit to putting others first!
13 If you are wise and understand God’s ways, prove it by living an honorable life,
doing good works with the humility that comes from wisdom. 14 But if you are 
bitterly jealous and there is selfish ambition in your heart, don’t cover up the truth 
with boasting and lying. 15 For jealousy and selfishness are not God’s kind of 
wisdom. Such things are earthly, unspiritual, and demonic. 16 For wherever there is 
jealousy and selfish ambition, there you will find disorder and evil of every kind. 
17 But the wisdom from above is first of all pure. It is also peace loving, gentle at all 
times, and willing to yield to others. It is full of mercy and the fruit of good deeds. 
It shows no favoritism and is always sincere. 18 And those who are peacemakers will 
plant seeds of peace and reap a harvest of righteousness.    James 3:13–18 (NLT)

• BELIEVE the best, EXPECT the best, THINK the best and 

 LOOK for the best—keeping HOPE alive! 
8 You, too, must be patient. Take courage, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9 Don’t 
grumble about each other, brothers and sisters, or you will be judged. For look—the 
Judge is standing at the door! 10 For examples of patience in suffering, dear brothers 
and sisters, look at the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 We give 
great honor to those who endure under suffering. For instance, you know about Job, 
a man of great endurance. You can see how the Lord was kind to him at the end, 
for the Lord is full of tenderness and mercy.    James 5 :7–12 (NLT)

19 Understand this, my dear brothers and sisters: You must all be quick to listen, slow 
to speak, and slow to get angry. 20 Human anger does not produce the righteousness 
God desires. 21 So get rid of all the filth and evil in your lives, and humbly accept the 
word God has planted in your hearts, for it has the power to save your souls. 22 But 
don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only 
fooling yourselves. 23 For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like glancing 
at your face in a mirror. 24 You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like. 
25 But if you look carefully into the perfect law that sets you free, and if you do 
what it says and don’t forget what you heard, then God will bless you for doing it. 
26 If you claim to be religious but don’t control your tongue, you are fooling yourself, 
and your religion is worthless. 27 Pure and genuine religion in the sight of God the 
Father means caring for orphans and widows in their distress and refusing to let 
the world corrupt you.    James 1:19–27 (NLT)

P Choosing/not allowing someone’s action to dictate our reaction!

Putting Your WORDS and ACTIONS To Work!!!

• Tests and trials often reveal our character defects—so choose

 to respond wisely!
2 Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, consider it 
an opportunity for great joy. 3 For you know that when your faith is tested, your 
endurance has a chance to grow. 4 So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully 
developed, you will be perfect and complete, needing nothing.    James 1:2–4 (NLT)

• Our faith and actions reflect the character of God—so commit

 to both speaking and doing!
21 Don’t you remember that our ancestor Abraham was shown to be right with God 
by his actions when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see, his faith and
his actions worked together. His actions made his faith complete. 23 And so it happened
just as the Scriptures say: “Abraham believed God, and God counted him as righteous 
because of his faith.” He was even called the friend of God. 24 So you see, we are shown 
to be right with God by what we do, not by faith alone. 25 Rahab the prostitute is 
another example. She was shown to be right with God by her actions when she hid 
those messengers and sent them safely away by a different road. 26 Just as the body 
is dead without breath, so also faith is dead without good works.    James 2:21–26 (NLT)


