
Explore Community Church
We meet at 251 Palomar Street, Suite A s Chula Vista, CA 91911

www.explorecommunitychurch.com s info@explorecommunity.org
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 122017 s Chula Vista, CA 91912 s 619.271.9300

Peter Thomas, Pastor  |  November 25, 2018

“CHANGE—It’s All About Transformation!” • Change encounters an inner transformation, reflecting God’s

 new way of connection …called HIS FAVOR!
…14 Just think how much more the blood of Christ will purify our consciences from 
sinful deeds so that we can worship the living God. For by the power of the eternal 
Spirit, Christ offered himself to God as a perfect sacrifice for our sins. 15 That is why 
he is the one who mediates a new covenant between God and people, so that all who 
are called can receive the eternal inheritance God has promised them. For Christ 
died to set them free from the penalty of the sins they had committed under that 
first covenant.    Hebrews 9:13–15 (NLT)

• God changed the old system for becoming right with him through works, 
 replacing it with a “once-and-for-all sacrifice” …His SON, JESUS!
…9 Then he said, “Look, I have come to do your will.” He cancels the first covenant in
order to put the second into effect. 10 For God’s will was for us to be made holy by the 
sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ, once for all time…    Hebrews 10:8–12 (NLT)

• This new, systematic change gives us a greater reason to 

 HOLD ONTO OUR FAITH with confidence, because of the 

 unlimited and FREE access to God …CALLED OPPORTUNITY!
19 And so, dear brothers and sisters, we can boldly enter heaven’s Most Holy Place 
because of the blood of Jesus. 20 By his death, Jesus opened a new and life-giving 
way through the curtain into the Most Holy Place. 21 And since we have a great High 
Priest who rules over God’s house, 22 let us go right into the presence of God with 
sincere hearts fully trusting him. For our guilty consciences have been sprinkled 
with Christ’s blood to make us clean, and our bodies have been washed with pure 
water. 23 Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can 
be trusted to keep his promise.    Hebrews 10:19–24 (NLT)

• This NEW COVENENT of change inspires COURAGE in us—to walk,

 live, dream, hope and expect the impossible WILL happen

…CALLED UNSTOPPABLE FAITH!

11 Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what 
we do not see… 6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because 

anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those 
who earnestly seek him...    Hebrews 11:1, 6 (NIV) 

Read Hebrews 11:1–40 (NLT)

15 This change has been made very clear since a different priest, who is like 
Melchizedek, has appeared. 16 Jesus became a priest, not by meeting the physical 
requirement of belonging to the tribe of Levi, but by the power of a life that cannot 
be destroyed. 17 And the psalmist pointed this out when he prophesied, “You are a
priest forever in the order of Melchizedek.” 18 Yes, the old requirement about the 
priesthood was set aside because it was weak and useless. 19 For the law never made 
anything perfect. But now we have confidence in a better hope, through which we 
draw near to God. 20 This new system was established with a solemn oath. Aaron’s 
descendants became priests without such an oath, 21 but there was an oath regarding 
Jesus. For God said to him, “The LORD has taken an oath and will not break his vow: 
‘You are a priest forever.’” 22 Because of this oath, Jesus is the one who guarantees 
this better covenant with God. 23 There were many priests under the old system, for 
death prevented them from remaining in office. 24 But because Jesus lives forever, 
his priesthood lasts forever. 25 Therefore he is able, once and forever, to save those 
who come to God through him. He lives forever to intercede with God on their behalf.    
Hebrews 7:15–25 (NLT)

• God was not obliged to the old systems that were 

 faulty or broken!
6 But now Jesus, our High Priest, has been given a ministry that is far superior to the
old priesthood, for he is the one who mediates for us a far better covenant with God, 
based on better promises. 7 If the first covenant had been faultless, there would have 
been no need for a second covenant to replace it. 8 But when God found fault with 
the people, he said: “The day is coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new 
covenant with the people of Israel and Judah. 9 This covenant will not be like the 
one I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand and led them out of
the land of Egypt. They did not remain faithful to my covenant, so I turned my 
back on them, says the LORD. 10 But this is the new covenant I will make with the 
people of Israel on that day, says the LORD: I will put my laws in their minds, and 
I will write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.    
11 And they will not need to teach their neighbors, nor will they need to teach 
their relatives, saying, ‘You should know the LORD.’ For everyone, from the least to
the greatest, will know me already. 12 And I will forgive their wickedness, and I will 
never again remember their sins.” 13 When God speaks of a “new” covenant, it means 
he has made the first one obsolete. It is now out of date and will soon disappear.    
Hebrews 8:6–13 (NLT) 


