
Explore Community Church
We meet at 251 Palomar Street, Suite A s Chula Vista, CA 91911

www.explorecommunitychurch.com s info@explorecommunity.org
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 122017 s Chula Vista, CA 91912 s 619.271.9300

Peter Thomas, Pastor  |  October 21, 2018

“Taking The Time To Know God’s Heart!”

11 Dear brothers and sisters, I want you to understand that the gospel message I 
preach is not based on mere human reasoning. 12 I received my message from no 
human source, and no one taught me. Instead, I received it by direct revelation from 
Jesus Christ. 13 You know what I was like when I followed the Jewish religion—how 
I violently persecuted God’s church. I did my best to destroy it. 14 I was far ahead of 
my fellow Jews in my zeal for the traditions of my ancestors. 15 But even before I was 
born, God chose me and called me by his marvelous grace. Then it pleased him 16 to 
reveal his Son to me so that I would proclaim the Good News about Jesus to the 
Gentiles. When this happened, I did not rush out to consult with any human being. 
17 Nor did I go up to Jerusalem to consult with those who were apostles before I was. 
Instead, I went away into Arabia, and later I returned to the city of Damascus.   
Galatians 1:11–17 (NLT)

Question: What are those things, in the heart of God?

Unconditional love, Grace, Mercy, Forgiveness, Freedom, Patience, 
Kindness, Hope, Comfort, Faith, Trust, Joy, Peace, Loving your neighbor 
as yourself… 

• Paul had a message of MERCY, GRACE and LOVE, 

 not about reactivating the Mosaic law! 
6 I am shocked that you are turning away so soon from God, who called you to himself 
through the loving mercy of Christ. You are following a different way that pretends 
to be the Good News 7 but is not the Good News at all. You are being fooled by those 
who deliberately twist the truth concerning Christ.    Galatians 1:6–7 (NLT)

• Transitioning from law to grace often leaves a

 rippling effect on the lives of others! 
…14 When I saw that they were not following the truth of the gospel message, I said 
to Peter in front of all the others, “Since you, a Jew by birth, have discarded the 
Jewish laws and are living like a Gentile, why are you now trying to make these 
Gentiles follow the Jewish traditions? 15 “You and I are Jews by birth, not ‘sinners’ 
like the Gentiles. 16 Yet we know that a person is made right with God by faith in 
Jesus Christ, not by obeying the law. And we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that 
we might be made right with God because of our faith in Christ, not because we have 
obeyed the law. For no one will ever be made right with God by obeying the law.” 
Galatians 2:11–16 (NLT)

• Each new day, learn to live in God’s grace through faith,

 not reliving the old traditions!
19 For when I tried to keep the law, it condemned me. So I died to the law—I stopped 
trying to meet all its requirements—so that I might live for God. 20 My old self has 
been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me. So I live 
in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself
for me. 21 I do not treat the grace of God as meaningless. For if keeping the law could
make us right with God, then there was no need for Christ to die. 
Galatians 2:19–21 (NLT)

• It’s your FAITH, your BELIEF in Christ, that changes 

 EVERYTHING …not all the “Dos and Don’ts” of the 633 laws! 
2 Let me ask you this one question: Did you receive the Holy Spirit by obeying the 
law of Moses? Of course not! You received the Spirit because you believed the message 
you heard about Christ. 3 How foolish can you be? After starting your new lives in 
the Spirit, why are you now trying to become perfect by your own human effort? 
...5 I ask you again, does God give you the Holy Spirit and work miracles among you 
because you obey the law? Of course not! It is because you believe the message you 
heard about Christ…    Galatians 3:2–7 (NLT)

All of God’s Heart and Blessing …Read It, Believe It, Try Living It!

• “YES”, even with ALL our screw-ups, jack-ups and mess-ups,

  God is STILL willing to bless us and call us his own!
3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ. 4 Even 
before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without 
fault in his eyes. 5 God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by 
bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave
him great pleasure. 6 So we praise God for the glorious grace he has poured out on
us who belong to his dear Son. 7 He is so rich in kindness and grace that he purchased 
our freedom with the blood of his Son and forgave our sins. 8 He has showered his 
kindness on us, along with all wisdom and understanding.    Ephesians 1:3–8 (NLT)

• STOP, get back up and continue fighting.

 The battle is not yet over!
10 A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on all of God’s 
armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil… 
13 Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armor so you will be able to resist the enemy 
in the time of evil. Then after the battle you will still be standing firm… 
Ephesians 6:10–20 (NLT)


