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“The Story Behind The Stories!” • God’s plan, God’s calling and God’s direction is NEVER

 an easy journey as it may look or seem!
…16 When he came to the village of Nazareth, his boyhood home, he went as usual to 
the synagogue on the Sabbath and stood up to read the Scriptures. 17 The scroll of 
Isaiah the prophet was handed to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place 
where this was written: 18 “The Spirit of the LORD is upon me, for he has anointed 
me to bring Good News to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim that captives will 
be released, that the blind will see, that the oppressed will be set free, 19 and that 
the time of the LORD’s favor has come.” …28 When they heard this, the people in 
the synagogue were furious. 29 Jumping up, they mobbed him and forced him to 
the edge of the hill on which the town was built. They intended to push him over 
the cliff, 30 but he passed right through the crowd and went on his way.

Luke 4:14–30 (NLT)

• Everything that is happening in our lives… 

 God is formulating a unique and personal story of faith

 in each of us for a greater purpose!

• He is using ALL of life’s challenges—the twists and turns, 

 pains and sorrows, ups and downs—as part of the 

 development process in our lives!
41 Then a man named Jairus, a leader of the local synagogue, came and fell at Jesus’ 
feet, pleading with him to come home with him. 42 His only daughter, who was 
about twelve years old, was dying. As Jesus went with him, he was surrounded by 
the crowds. 43 A woman in the crowd had suffered for twelve years with constant 
bleeding, and she could find no cure. 44 Coming up behind Jesus, she touched the 
fringe of his robe. Immediately, the bleeding stopped. 45 “Who touched me?” Jesus 
asked. Everyone denied it, and Peter said, “Master, this whole crowd is pressing up 
against you.” 46 But Jesus said, “Someone deliberately touched me, for I felt healing 
power go out from me.” 47 When the woman realized that she could not stay hidden, 
she began to tremble and fell to her knees in front of him. The whole crowd heard 
her explain why she had touched him and that she had been immediately healed. 
48 “Daughter,” he said to her, “your faith has made you well. Go in peace.”…

Luke 8:41–56 (NLT)

Question:  As a Christ-follower, are you living within or outside the fabric 
 of our unfolding stories of faith?

38 Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant. May everything you have said about 
me come true.” And then the angel left her.    Luke 1:38 (NLT)

“Piecing the people and their stories together—how it all happened”

• God ALWAYS had a plan to include all kinds of people and places

 on this journey of faith …the past, present and future!

1 Many people have set out to write accounts about the events that have been 
fulfilled among us. 2 They used the eyewitness reports circulating among us 

from the early disciples. 3 Having carefully investigated everything from the beginning, 
I also have decided to write an accurate account for you, most honorable Theophilus, 
4 so you can be certain of the truth of everything you were taught.    Luke 1:1–4 (NLT)

People that were included: Luke, the King of Judea, the priest, Zechariah 
and his wife Elizabeth, the service event in the temple, the angel Gabriel with   
a missional message, John the Baptist who was to be conceived, Nazareth in 
Galilee, a virgin named Mary to be the mother of our savior Jesus, Joseph, 
the birth of John and Jesus, their ministries, the calling of 12 sinful guys that 
would help change the world—to include you and I, with our brokenness and a 
jacked-up generation to come …it’s called LOVE, MERCY and GRACE!

• Disbelief will NEVER EVER change God’s predestined plan for us.

 He sees and knows what we are not seeing and don’t know about!
19 Then the angel said, “I am Gabriel! I stand in the very presence of God. It was he 
who sent me to bring you this good news! 20 But now, since you didn’t believe what 
I said, you will be silent and unable to speak until the child is born. For my words 
will certainly be fulfilled at the proper time.”…    Luke 1:19–25 (NLT)

• God used and will continue to use ordinary people to bring

 about extraordinary life-changing, life-altering plans

 for the Kingdom and his purpose(s)!
…God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a village in Galilee, 27 to a virgin named 
Mary. She was engaged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of 
King David. 28 Gabriel appeared to her and said, “Greetings, favored woman! The 
Lord is with you!” 29 Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel 
could mean. 30 “Don’t be afraid, Mary,” the angel told her, “for you have found favor 
with God!”...    Luke 1:26–38 (NLT)


