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“An invitation To Come And Serve On The Other Side!” • On your way to the other side, prepare to meet the unexpected, 

 the unfriendly and an unhealthy environment!  
35 As evening came, Jesus said to his disciples, “Let’s cross to the other side of the 
lake.” 36 So they took Jesus in the boat and started out, leaving the crowds behind 
(although other boats followed). 37 But soon a fierce storm came up. High waves 
were breaking into the boat, and it began to fill with water. 38 Jesus was sleeping at 
the back of the boat with his head on a cushion. The disciples woke him up, shouting, 
“Teacher, don’t you care that we’re going to drown?”…   Mark 4:35–41 (NLT)

• As we serve others, the needs can become overwhelming if we

 don’t have the right attitude and perspective!

8 About this time another large crowd had gathered, and the people ran out 
of food again. Jesus called his disciples and told them, 2 “I feel sorry for these 

people. They have been here with me for three days, and they have nothing left to 
eat. 3 If I send them home hungry, they will faint along the way. For some of them 
have come a long distance.” 4 His disciples replied, “How are we supposed to find 
enough food to feed them out here in the wilderness?” 5 Jesus asked, “How much 
bread do you have?” “Seven loaves,” they replied.    Mark 8:1–5 (NLT)

• On the other side, there are normal people with 

 real hurt and pain longing for some kind of inner change!
…20 “Teacher,” the man replied, “I’ve obeyed all these commandments since I was 
young.” 21 Looking at the man, Jesus felt genuine love for him. “There is still one 
thing you haven’t done,” he told him. “Go and sell all your possessions and give the 
money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 
22 At this the man’s face fell, and he went away sad, for he had many possessions. 
Mark 10:17–22 (NLT)

• Wherever we GO and whatever we DO is all about

 people encountering a changed life with us and Jesus!
…49 When Jesus heard him, he stopped and said, “Tell him to come here.” So they 
called the blind man. “Cheer up,” they said. “Come on, he’s calling you!” 50 Bartimaeus 
threw aside his coat, jumped up, and came to Jesus. 51 “What do you want me to do 
for you?” Jesus asked. “My Rabbi,” the blind man said, “I want to see!” 52 And Jesus 
said to him, “Go, for your faith has healed you.” Instantly the man could see, and he 
followed Jesus down the road.    Mark 10:35–52 (NLT)

41 When the ten other disciples heard what James and John had asked, they were 
indignant. 42 So Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers
in this world lord it over their people, and officials flaunt their authority over those
under them. 43 But among you it will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader 
among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first among you must 
be the slave of everyone else. 45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but 
to serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many.”    Mark 10:41–45 (NLT)

• We all can stay right where we are or we can

 take Jesus up on HIS invitation!
16 One day as Jesus was walking along the shore of the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon 
and his brother Andrew throwing a net into the water, for they fished for a living. 
17 Jesus called out to them, “Come, follow me, and I will show you how to fish for 
people!” 18 And they left their nets at once and followed him. 19 A little farther up 
the shore Jesus saw Zebedee’s sons, James and John, in a boat repairing their nets. 
20 He called them at once, and they also followed him, leaving their father, Zebedee,  
in the boat with the hired men.    Mark 1:16–20 (NLT)

Question:  “Am I willing and ready to go with Jesus?” 

 YES NO NOT SURE

• ALL KINDS of “in your face” challenges, questions and 

 doubts, from those that are close and/or are far from you, can

 proceed after making a commitment! 
6 But some of the teachers of religious law who were sitting there thought to 
themselves, 7 “What is he saying? This is blasphemy! Only God can forgive sins!” 8 Jesus 
knew immediately what they were thinking, so he asked them, “Why do you question
this in your hearts? 9 Is it easier to say to the paralyzed man ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ 
or ‘Stand up, pick up your mat, and walk’? 10 So I will prove to you that the Son of 
Man has the authority on earth to forgive sins.” Then Jesus turned to the paralyzed 
man and said, 11 “Stand up, pick up your mat, and go home!” 12 And the man 
jumped up, grabbed his mat, and walked out through the stunned onlookers. They 
were all amazed and praised God, exclaiming, “We’ve never seen anything like 
this before!”    Mark 2:6–12 (NLT)


