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“You Can Make
 A Big Difference”

  Questions: What is keeping you/us back from rising up and
  making a difference?

  What are you wrestling with?…

 The Pro’s AND The Con’s

 Consideration  Disagreement

20 For I fully expect and hope that I will never be ashamed, but that I will 
continue to be bold for Christ, as I have been in the past. And I trust that my 
life will bring honor to Christ, whether I live or die. 21 For to me, living means 
living for Christ, and dying is even better. 22 But if I live, I can do more fruitful
work for Christ. So I really don’t know which is better. 23 I’m torn between 
two desires: I long to go and be with Christ, which would be far better for me. 
24 But for your sakes, it is better that I continue to live. 25 Knowing this, I am 
convinced that I will remain alive so I can continue to help all of you grow and 
experience the joy of your faith. 26 And when I come to you again, you will 
have even more reason to take pride in Christ Jesus because of what he is doing 
through me.

Philippians 1:20–26 (NLT)

Choosing to rise up and begin living differently!

• Not always taking the easy way out in life is how you were 

 meant to live it
 (reference Jonah 1:1–13)

• Your life lessons and experiences CAN still make

 a big difference
 
12 I don’t mean to say that I have already achieved these things or that I have 
already reached perfection. But I press on to possess that perfection for which 
Christ Jesus first possessed me. 13 No, dear brothers and sisters, I have not 
achieved it, but I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward 
to what lies ahead, 14 I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the 
heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us. 

Philippians 3:12–14 (NLT)

• Rising up and begining to move will bring change to people, 

 situations and circumstances
 

• Being a difference-maker will bring about renewed hope 

 and direction  
 (reference Ecclesiastes 9:13–15)

• It is never too late to make the difference you

 have always wanted to make
 

14 Still later he appeared to the eleven disciples as they were eating together. 
He rebuked them for their stubborn unbelief because they refused to believe 
those who had seen him after he had been raised from the dead.  15 And then 
he told them, “Go into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone. 
16 Anyone who believes and is baptized will be saved. But anyone who refuses 
to believe will be condemned.

Mark 16:14–16 (NLT)


