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“God Gives Strength”

1 On July 31 of my thirtieth year,  while I was with the Judean exiles beside the 
Kebar River in Babylon, the heavens were opened and I saw visions of God. 2 This 

happened during the fifth year of King Jehoiachin’s captivity. 3 (The LORD gave this 
message to Ezekiel son of Buzi, a priest, beside the Kebar River in the land of the 
Babylonians, and he felt the hand of the LORD take hold of him.)
4 As I looked, I saw a great storm coming from the north, driving before it a huge 
cloud that flashed with lightning and shone with brilliant light. There was fire 
inside the cloud, and in the middle of the fire glowed something like gleaming amber.

Ezekiel 1:1–4 (NLT)

• In the midst of every storm, there is God’s fire and glory.  

 The hand of God is there to take hold of us and not let go. 

4 On the day you were born, no one cared about you. Your umbilical cord was not 
cut, and you were never washed, rubbed with salt, and wrapped in cloth. 5 No one 
had the slightest interest in you; no one pitied you or cared for you. On the day 
you were born, you were unwanted, dumped in a field and left to die.
6 “But I came by and saw you there, helplessly kicking about in your own blood. 
As you lay there, I said, ‘Live!’ 7 And I helped you to thrive like a plant in the field. 
You grew up and became a beautiful jewel. Your breasts became full, and your 
body hair grew, but you were still naked. 8 And when I passed by again, I saw that 
you were old enough for love. So I wrapped my cloak around you to cover your 
nakedness and declared my marriage vows. I made a covenant with you, says the 
Sovereign LORD, and you became mine.  

Ezekiel 16:4–8 (NLT)

• God will meet us where we are, cleanse us, heal us 

 and make us whole. (Reference 1 John 1:9 and Psalms 51:7)

37 The LORD took hold of me, and I was carried away by the Spirit of the 
LORD to a valley filled with bones. 2 He led me all around among the bones 

that covered the valley floor. They were scattered everywhere across the ground 
and were completely dried out. 3 Then he asked me, “Son of man, can these bones 
become living people again?”

“O Sovereign LORD,” I replied, “you alone know the answer to that.”
4 Then he said to me, “Speak a prophetic message to these bones and say, ‘Dry bones, 
listen to the word of the LORD! 5 This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Look! I am 
going to put breath into you and make you live again! 6 I will put flesh and muscles 
on you and cover you with skin. I will put breath into you, and you will come to life. 
Then you will know that I am the LORD.’”
7 So I spoke this message, just as he told me. Suddenly as I spoke, there was a rattling 
noise all across the valley. The bones of each body came together and attached 
themselves as complete skeletons. 8 Then as I watched, muscles and flesh formed 
over the bones. Then skin formed to cover their bodies, but they still had no breath 
in them.
9 Then he said to me, “Speak a prophetic message to the winds, son of man. Speak a 
prophetic message and say, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come, O breath, 
from the four winds! Breathe into these dead bodies so they may live again.’”
10 So I spoke the message as he commanded me, and breath came into their bodies. 
They all came to life and stood up on their feet—a great army.
11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones represent the people of Israel. They 
are saying, ‘We have become old, dry bones—all hope is gone. Our nation is finished.’  
12 Therefore, prophesy to them and say, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: O 
my people, I will open your graves of exile and cause you to rise again. Then I will 
bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 When this happens, O my people, you will 
know that I am the LORD. 14 I will put my Spirit in you, and you will live again and 
return home to your own land. Then you will know that I, the LORD, have spoken, 
and I have done what I said. Yes, the LORD has spoken!’” 

Ezekiel 37:1–14 (NLT)

• Our truth is not His truth, and 

 our reality is not His reality.

(Reference Psalms 139:12, Philippians 4:13 and Isaiah 40:29)


