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“Searching + Discovering = Concluding …ALL IS MEANINGLESS!”
•	Searching	increases	our	desire	to	find	answers to life’s uncertainties!
21 Some people work wisely with knowledge and skill, then must leave the fruit of their 
efforts to someone who hasn’t worked for it. This, too, is meaningless, a great tragedy.  
22 So what do people get in this life for all their hard work and anxiety? 23 Their days 
of labor are filled with pain and grief; even at night their minds cannot rest. It is 
all meaningless. 24 So I decided there is nothing better than to enjoy food and drink 
and to find satisfaction in work. Then I realized that these pleasures are from the 
hand of God. 25 For who can eat or enjoy anything apart from him? 

Ecclesiastes	2:21–25	(NLT)

Our Discovery 

•	Our	journey	sometimes	leads	us	to	dead-ends and/or connections	

	 that	can	help	us	discover	our	“WHAT’S NEXT”!	
15 So I recommend having fun, because there is nothing better for people in this world 
than to eat, drink, and enjoy life. That way they will experience some happiness 
along with all the hard work God gives them under the sun. 16 In my search for wisdom 
and in my observation of people’s burdens here on earth, I discovered that there is 
ceaseless activity, day and night. 17 I realized that no one can discover everything 
God is doing under the sun. Not even the wisest people discover everything, no 
matter what they claim.    Ecclesiastes	8:15–17	(NLT)

The Conclusion 

•	Whatever	we	think,	and	have	been	searching and working tirelessly	

	 for,	one	day	will	be	summed	up	as	“THE END”!

9 This, too, I carefully explored: Even though the actions of godly and wise people 
are in God’s hands, no one knows whether God will show them favor. 2 The same 

destiny ultimately awaits everyone, whether righteous or wicked… 3 It seems so wrong 
that everyone under the sun suffers the same fate. Already twisted by evil, people 
choose their own mad course, for they have no hope. There is nothing ahead but 
death anyway.   Ecclesiastes	9:1–3	(NLT)

Question:	Since	ALL	is	meaningless,	like	chasing	after	the	wind,	

	 what	HOPE can we pass on?					Answer:	GOD!

12 Don’t let the excitement of youth cause you to forget your Creator. Honor him 
in your youth before you grow old and say, “Life is not pleasant anymore.” 

…7 For then the dust will return to the earth, and the spirit will return to God who 
gave it… 13 That’s the whole story. Here now is my final conclusion: Fear God and 
obey his commands, for this is everyone’s duty. 14 God will judge us for everything we 
do, including every secret thing, whether good or bad.   Ecclesiastes	12:1–14	(NLT)

1 These are the words of the Teacher, King David’s son, who ruled in Jerusalem. 
2 “Everything is meaningless,” says the Teacher, “completely meaningless!” 3 What 

do people get for all their hard work under the sun? 4 Generations come and 
generations go, but the earth never changes…  
11 We don’t remember what happened in the past, and in future generations, no one 
will remember what we are doing now. 12 I, the Teacher, was king of Israel, and I 
lived in Jerusalem. 13 I devoted myself to search for understanding and to explore by 
wisdom everything being done under heaven. I soon discovered that God has dealt 
a tragic existence to the human race. 14 I observed everything going on under the sun, 
and really, it is all meaningless—like chasing the wind. 15 What is wrong cannot be
made right. What is missing cannot be recovered. 16 I said to myself, “Look, I am wiser 
than any of the kings who ruled in Jerusalem before me. I have greater wisdom 
and knowledge than any of them.” 17 So I set out to learn everything from wisdom 
to madness and folly. But I learned firsthand that pursuing all this is like chasing 
the wind. 18 The greater my wisdom, the greater my grief. To increase knowledge 
only increases sorrow. 

Ecclesiastes	1:1–18	(NLT)

Searching for Answers!

So,	what’s	the	answer	to	the	opening	question:	“What	do	people	get	for	all	
their	hard	work	under	the	sun?”

Is	the	American	dream	the	answer—“The	belief	that	everyone	in	the	U.S.	has	
the	chance	to	be	successful	and	happy	if	they	work	hard”?

g	What	would	success and happiness	look	like	to	you	in	your	pursuit?

	 Success:

	 Happiness:	

	 …are	you	being	fulfilled in what you are pursuing?


