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“To the Throne”

10 On the seventh day of the feast, when King Xerxes was in high spirits because of
the wine, he told the seven eunuchs who attended him 11 to bring Queen Vashti to him
with the royal crown on her head. He wanted the nobles and all the other men to 
gaze on her beauty, for she was a very beautiful woman. 12 But when they conveyed 
the king’s order to Queen Vashti, she refused to come. This made the king furious, 
and he burned with anger.    Esther 1:10–12 (NLT)

19 “So if it please the king, we suggest that you issue a written decree, a law of the 
Persians and Medes that cannot be revoked. It should order that Queen Vashti be 
forever banished from the presence of King Xerxes, and that the king should choose 
another queen more worthy than she.  Esther 1:19 (NLT)

15 Esther was the daughter of Abihail, who was Mordecai’s uncle. (Mordecai had 
adopted his younger cousin Esther.) When it was Esther’s turn to go to the king, 
she accepted the advice of Hegai, the eunuch in charge of the harem. She asked for 
nothing except what he suggested, and she was admired by everyone who saw her. 
Esther 2:15 (NLT)

1 Some time later King Xerxes promoted Haman son of Hammedatha the Agagite 
over all the other nobles, making him the most powerful official in the empire. 2 All 
the king’s officials would bow down before Haman to show him respect whenever 
he passed by, for so the king had commanded. But Mordecai refused to bow down 
or show him respect.    Esther 3:1–2 (NLT)

5 When Haman saw that Mordecai would not bow down or show him respect, he 
was filled with rage. 6 He had learned of Mordecai’s nationality, so he decided it 
was not enough to lay hands on Mordecai alone. Instead, he looked for a way to 
destroy all the Jews throughout the entire empire of Xerxes.    Esther 3:5–6 (NLT) 

1 When Mordecai learned about all that had been done, he tore his clothes, put on 
burlap and ashes, and went out into the city, crying with a loud and bitter wail.
2 He went as far as the gate of the palace, for no one was allowed to enter the palace
gate while wearing clothes of mourning. 3 And as news of the king’s decree reached 
all the provinces, there was great mourning among the Jews. They fasted, wept, 
and wailed, and many people lay in burlap and ashes.    Esther 4:1-3 (NLT)

13 Mordecai sent this reply to Esther: “Don’t think for a moment that because 
you’re in the palace you will escape when all other Jews are killed. 14 If you keep 
quiet at a time like this, deliverance and relief for the Jews will arise from some 
other place, but you and your relatives will die. Who knows if perhaps you were 
made queen for just such a time as this?”
15 Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16 “Go and gather together all the Jews 
of Susa and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. My maids 
and I will do the same. And then, though it is against the law, I will go in to see 
the king. If I must die, I must die.” 17 So Mordecai went away and did everything as 
Esther had ordered him.    Esther 4:13–17 (NLT)

1 On the third day of the fast, Esther put on her royal robes and entered the inner 
court of the palace, just across from the king’s hall. The king was sitting on his 
royal throne, facing the entrance. 2 When he saw Queen Esther standing there in 
the inner court, he welcomed her and held out the gold scepter to her. So Esther 
approached and touched the end of the scepter.    Esther 5:1–2 (NLT)

6 And while they were drinking wine, the king said to Esther, “Now tell me what 
you really want. What is your request? I will give it to you, even if it is half the 
kingdom!”    Esther 5:6 (NLT)

3 Then Esther went again before the king, falling down at his feet and begging him 
with tears to stop the evil plot devised by Haman the Agagite against the Jews. 4 Again 
the king held out the gold scepter to Esther. So she rose and stood before him.
5 Esther said, “If it please the king, and if I have found favor with him, and if he thinks 
it is right, and if I am pleasing to him, let there be a decree that reverses the orders 
of Haman son of Hammedatha the Agagite, who ordered that Jews throughout all 
the king’s provinces should be destroyed. 6 For how can I endure to see my people 
and my family slaughtered and destroyed?”     Esther 8:3–6 (NLT)

1 King Xerxes imposed a tribute throughout his empire, even to the distant coastlands. 
2 His great achievements and the full account of the greatness of Mordecai, whom 
the king had promoted, are recorded in The Book of the History of the Kings of Media 
and Persia. 3 Mordecai the Jew became the prime minister, with authority next to 
that of King Xerxes himself. He was very great among the Jews, who held him in high 
esteem, because he continued to work for the good of his people and to speak up 
for the welfare of all their descendants.    Esther 10:1–3 (NLT)


