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“Rebuilding”

2 “This is what King Cyrus of Persia says:

“The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth. He has 
appointed me to build him a Temple at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 3 Any of you
who are his people may go to Jerusalem in Judah to rebuild this Temple of the Lord,
the God of Israel, who lives in Jerusalem. And may your God be with you! 4 Wherever 
this Jewish remnant is found, let their neighbors contribute toward their expenses 
by giving them silver and gold, supplies for the journey, and livestock, as well as a 
voluntary offering for the Temple of God in Jerusalem.”    Ezra 1:2–4 (NLT)

16 Don’t you realize that all of you together are the temple of God and that the Spirit 
of God lives in you?    1 Corinthians 3:16 (NLT)

4 Then the local residents tried to discourage and frighten the people of Judah to 
keep them from their work. 5 They bribed agents to work against them and to frustrate 
their plans. This went on during the entire reign of King Cyrus of Persia and lasted 
until King Darius of Persia took the throne.    Ezra 4:4–5 (NLT)

19 On April 21 the returned exiles celebrated Passover. 20 The priests and Levites had 
purified themselves and were ceremonially clean. So they slaughtered the Passover 
lamb for all the returned exiles, for their fellow priests, and for themselves. 21 The 
Passover meal was eaten by the people of Israel who had returned from exile and 
by the others in the land who had turned from their corrupt practices to worship
the Lord, the God of Israel. 22 Then they celebrated the Festival of Unleavened Bread 
for seven days. There was great joy throughout the land because the Lord had caused 
the king of Assyria to be favorable to them, so that he helped them to rebuild the 
Temple of God, the God of Israel.    Ezra 6:19–22 (NLT)

9 But you are not like that, for you are a chosen people. You are royal priests, a holy 
nation, God’s very own possession. As a result, you can show others the goodness of
God, for he called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light.    1 Peter 2:9 (NLT)

5…“O Lord, God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps his covenant 
of unfailing love with those who love him and obey his commands, 6 listen to my 
prayer! Look down and see me praying night and day for your people Israel…

Nehemiah 1:5–6 (NLT)

11 So I arrived in Jerusalem. Three days later, 12 I slipped out during the night, taking 
only a few others with me. I had not told anyone about the plans God had put in 
my heart for Jerusalem…    Nehemiah 2:11–12 (NLT)

17 But now I said to them, “You know very well what trouble we are in. Jerusalem lies
in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire. Let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem 
and end this disgrace!” 18 Then I told them about how the gracious hand of God had 
been on me, and about my conversation with the king.

They replied at once, “Yes, let’s rebuild the wall!” So they began the good work.

Nehemiah 2:17–18 (NLT) 

1 Then Eliashib the high priest and the other priests started to rebuild at the Sheep 
Gate. They dedicated it and set up its doors, building the wall as far as the Tower of 
the Hundred, which they dedicated, and the Tower of Hananel.    Nehemiah 3:1 (NLT)

7 After the wall was finished and I had set up the doors in the gates, the gate-
keepers, singers, and Levites were appointed. 2 I gave the responsibility of 

governing Jerusalem to my brother Hanani, along with Hananiah, the commander 
of the fortress, for he was a faithful man who feared God more than most. 3 I said 
to them, “Do not leave the gates open during the hottest part of the day. And even 
while the gatekeepers are on duty, have them shut and bar the doors. Appoint the
residents of Jerusalem to act as guards, everyone on a regular watch. Some will serve 
at sentry posts and some in front of their own homes.”    Nehemiah 7:1–3 (NLT)


