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“Not What Anyone Would Have Thought Or Expected”
Paying Attention to Our Motives!  

• Everyone God had included on this journey, with their individual

 stories, had a unique and unknown part to play …as do you and I!

• Oftentimes, the journey reveals our character defects before

 getting to our destination!

• EVERYTHING that we THINK ABOUT and DO, as people,

 are exposed before the eyes of God, something we cannot change

 …so we need to keep our motive in check! 

1 Once again the anger of the LORD burned against Israel, and he caused David 
to harm them by taking a census. “Go and count the people of Israel and Judah,” 
the LORD told him. 2 So the king said to Joab and the commanders of the army, 
“Take a census of all the tribes of Israel—from Dan in the north to Beersheba in 
the south—so I may know how many people there are.” 3 But Joab replied to the 
king, “May the LORD your God let you live to see a hundred times as many people 
as there are now! But why, my lord the king, do you want to do this?” 4 But the       
king insisted that they take the census, so Joab and the commanders of the army 
went out to count the people of Israel.   2 Samuel 24:1–4 (NLT)

Question: What can we do with the life we have in this present moment? 

Try to make a difference and learn to trust God with the outcome!

10 But after he had taken the census, David’s conscience began to bother him. And 
he said to the LORD, “I have sinned greatly by taking this census. Please forgive 
my guilt, LORD, for doing this foolish thing.” 11 The next morning the word of the 
LORD came to the prophet Gad, who was David’s seer. This was the message: 
12 “Go and say to David, ‘This is what the LORD says: I will give you three choices. 
Choose one of these punishments, and I will inflict it on you.’” 13 So Gad came 
to David and asked him, “Will you choose three years of famine throughout your 
land, three months of fleeing from your enemies, or three days of severe plague 
throughout your land? Think this over and decide what answer I should give the 
LORD who sent me.” 14 “I’m in a desperate situation!” David replied to Gad. “But 
let us fall into the hands of the LORD, for his mercy is great. Do not let me fall into 
human hands.”   2 Samuel 24:10–14 (NLT)

Question: After reading 2 Samuel, how would you sum up your life in just
  a few words?

• Being king or a person in authority is not ABOUT YOU, 

 it is about the people and journey you are leading!

1 Then all the tribes of Israel went to David at Hebron and told him, “We are your 
own flesh and blood. 2 In the past, when Saul was our king, you were the one who 
really led the forces of Israel. And the LORD told you, ‘You will be the shepherd of 
my people Israel. You will be Israel’s leader.’”   2 Samuel 5:1–2 (NLT)

• Looking back on this journey of FAITH and all its encounters,

 it is NOT what I had really thought or expected it to be!

…8 David was angry because the LORD’s anger had burst out against Uzzah. He 
named that place Perez-uzzah (which means “to burst out against Uzzah”), as it 
is still called today. 9 David was now afraid of the LORD, and he asked, “How can 
I ever bring the Ark of the LORD back into my care?” 10 So David decided not to move 
the Ark of the LORD into the City of David. Instead, he took it to the house of 
Obed-edom of Gath. 11 The Ark of the LORD remained there in Obed-edom’s house 
for three months, and the LORD blessed Obed-edom and his entire household. 12 Then 
King David was told, “The LORD has blessed Obed-edom’s household and everything 
he has because of the Ark of God.” So David went there and brought the Ark of 
God from the house of Obed-edom to the City of David with a great celebration. 
13 After the men who were carrying the Ark of the LORD had gone six steps, David 
sacrificed a bull and a fattened calf. 14 And David danced before the LORD with all
his might, wearing a priestly garment. 15 So David and all the people of Israel 
brought up the Ark of the LORD with shouts of joy and the blowing of rams’ horns.   
2 Samuel 6:1–15 (NLT)


