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“What Happens When Perspective Is Lost?”
king any longer. 8 Ever since I brought them from Egypt they have continually 
abandoned me and followed other gods. And now they are giving you the same 
treatment. 9 Do as they ask, but solemnly warn them about the way a king will 
reign over them.”   1 Samuel 8:4–9 (NLT)

• God has invited ALL of us on THIS journey. Yet, the overall outcome 

 doesn’t depend or rest on us!

15 Now the LORD had told Samuel the previous day, 16 “About this time tomorrow 
I will send you a man from the land of Benjamin. Anoint him to be the leader of my 
people, Israel. He will rescue them from the Philistines, for I have looked down on 
my people in mercy and have heard their cry.” 17 When Samuel saw Saul, the LORD 
said, “That’s the man I told you about! He will rule my people.” 18 Just then Saul 
approached Samuel at the gateway and asked, “Can you please tell me where the 
seer’s house is?” 19 “I am the seer!” Samuel replied. “Go up to the place of worship 
ahead of me. We will eat there together, and in the morning, I’ll tell you what you 
want to know and send you on your way. 20 And don’t worry about those donkeys 
that were lost three days ago, for they have been found. And I am here to tell you that 
you and your family are the focus of all Israel’s hopes.”   1 Samuel 9:15–20 (NLT)

24 Now the men of Israel were pressed to exhaustion that day, because Saul had 
placed them under an oath, saying, “Let a curse fall on anyone who eats before 
evening—before I have full revenge on my enemies.” So, no one ate anything all 
day, 25 even though they had all found honeycomb on the ground in the forest.
26 They didn’t dare touch the honey because they all feared the oath they had taken… 

1 Samuel 14:24–30 (NLT)

• FEAR, TIREDNESS, INSECURITY and JEALOUSY often causes

 us to lose perspective …finding ourselves way off track! 

6 When the victorious Israelite army was returning home after David had killed  
the Philistine, women from all the towns of Israel came out to meet King Saul. 
They sang and danced for joy with tambourines and cymbals. 7 This was their 
song: “Saul has killed his thousands, and David his ten thousands!” 8 This made Saul 
very angry. “What’s this?” he said. “They credit David with ten thousands and me 
with only thousands. Next they’ll be making him their king!” 9 So from that time 
on Saul kept a jealous eye on David. 10 The very next day a tormenting spirit from 
God overwhelmed Saul, and he began to rave in his house like a madman. David 
was playing the harp, as he did each day. But Saul had a spear in his hand, 11 and 
he suddenly hurled it at David, intending to pin him to the wall. But David escaped 
him twice. 12 Saul was then afraid of David, for the LORD was with David and had 
turned away from Saul.   1 Samuel 18:6–12 (NLT)

• The journey of accomplishment can appear to be 

 uncertain and unattainable!

8 “Why are you crying, Hannah?” Elkanah would ask. “Why aren’t you eating? Why 
be downhearted just because you have no children? You have me—isn’t that better 
than having ten sons?”   1 Samuel 1:8 (NLT)

Questions: Where DO WE GO…? What CAN WE DO…?

  What CAN WE SAY…?

Answers:  We run to Jesus, give whatever it is to Jesus and

  say, “Jesus, please HELP us!”

12 As she was praying to the LORD, Eli watched her. 13 Seeing her lips moving but 
hearing no sound, he thought she had been drinking. 14 “Must you come here drunk?” 
he demanded. “Throw away your wine!” 15 “Oh no, sir!” she replied. “I haven’t been 
drinking wine or anything stronger. But I am very discouraged, and I was pouring 
out my heart to the LORD. 16 Don’t think I am a wicked woman! For I have been 
praying out of great anguish and sorrow.” 17 “In that case,” Eli said, “go in peace! 
May the God of Israel grant the request you have asked of him.” 18 “Oh, thank you, 
sir!” she exclaimed. Then she went back and began to eat again, and she was no 
longer sad… 
26 “Sir, do you remember me?” Hannah asked. “I am the very woman who stood 
here several years ago praying to the LORD. 27 I asked the LORD to give me this 
boy, and he has granted my request. 28 Now I am giving him to the LORD, and he 
will belong to the LORD his whole life.” And they worshiped the LORD there. 

1 Samuel 1:12–28 (NLT)

Something to Remember:  God will NEVER lose perspective, even

when we are continually asking, saying and doing stupid things!

4 Finally, all the elders of Israel met at Ramah to discuss the matter with Samuel. 
5 “Look,” they told him, “you are now old, and your sons are not like you. Give us a 
king to judge us like all the other nations have.” 6 Samuel was displeased with their 
request and went to the LORD for guidance. 7 “Do everything they say to you,” the 
LORD replied, “for they are rejecting me, not you. They don’t want me to be their 


