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“Decisions at the Fork in the Road”

6 “So be very careful to follow everything Moses wrote in the Book of Instruction. 
Do not deviate from it, turning either to the right or to the left. 7 Make sure you do 
not associate with the other people still remaining in the land. Do not even mention 
the names of their gods, much less swear by them or serve them or worship them.
8 Rather, cling tightly to the LORD your God as you have done until now…   
Joshua 23:6–16 (NLT)

• When we come to the fork in the road, we are faced with things like
 difficulties, hardships and disappointments. Are these
 challenging us to TURN BACK or KEEP MOVING FORWARD?

…16 But Ruth replied, “Don’t ask me to leave you and turn back. Wherever you go, 
I will go; wherever you live, I will live. Your people will be my people, and your God 
will be my God. 17 Wherever you die, I will die, and there I will be buried. May the 
LORD punish me severely if I allow anything but death to separate us!” 18 When Naomi 
saw that Ruth was determined to go with her, she said nothing more…   
Ruth 1:6–22 (NLT)

• The fork in the road can serve as a redemptive opportunity. Yet, 
 not knowing all that is up ahead or the outcome… it is all about
 TAKING a RISK!

…4 I thought I should speak to you about it so that you can redeem it if you wish. 
If you want the land, then buy it here in the presence of these witnesses. But if you 
don’t want it, let me know right away, because I am next in line to redeem it after
you.” The man replied, “All right, I’ll redeem it.” 5 Then Boaz told him, “Of course, 
your purchase of the land from Naomi also requires that you marry Ruth, the Moabite 
widow. That way she can have children who will carry on her husband’s name and 
keep the land in the family.” 6 “Then I can’t redeem it,” the family redeemer replied, 
“because this might endanger my own estate. You redeem the land; I cannot do it.”

…9 Then Boaz said to the elders and to the crowd standing around, “You are witnesses 
that today I have bought from Naomi all the property of Elimelech, Kilion, and 
Mahlon. 10 And with the land I have acquired Ruth, the Moabite widow of Mahlon, 
to be my wife. This way she can have a son to carry on the family name of her dead 
husband and to inherit the family property here in his hometown. You are all witnesses 
today.” 11 Then the elders and all the people standing in the gate replied, “We are 
witnesses! May the LORD make this woman who is coming into your home like Rachel 
and Leah, from whom all the nation of Israel descended! May you prosper in 
Ephrathah and be famous in Bethlehem. 12 And may the LORD give you descendants
by this young woman who will be like those of our ancestor Perez, the son of Tamar 
and Judah.”   Ruth 4:1–22 (NLT)

• Every fork-in-the-road encounter takes us to a place of
 DEEP consideration!  

10 After that generation died, another generation grew up who did not acknowledge 
the LORD or remember the mighty things he had done for Israel. 11 The Israelites
did evil in the LORD’s sight and served the images of Baal. 12 They abandoned the
LORD, the God of their ancestors, who had brought them out of Egypt. They went
after other gods, worshiping the gods of the people around them. And they angered 
the LORD. 13 They abandoned the LORD to serve Baal and the images of Ashtoreth.   
Judges 2:10–13 (NLT)

• Decide on “WHO and WHAT” will help guide you on your journey,
 before coming to the fork in the road! 

 …why Deborah? 

4 Deborah, the wife of Lappidoth, was a prophet who was judging Israel at that time. 
5 She would sit under the Palm of Deborah, between Ramah and Bethel in the hill 
country of Ephraim, and the Israelites would go to her for judgment. 6 One day she
sent for Barak son of Abinoam, who lived in Kedesh in the land of Naphtali. She 
said to him, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, commands you: Call out
10,000 warriors from the tribes of Naphtali and Zebulun at Mount Tabor.   
Judges 4:4–6 (NLT)

 …why Gideon? 

12 The angel of the LORD appeared to him and said, “Mighty hero, the LORD is with 
you!” 13 “Sir,” Gideon replied, “if the LORD is with us, why has all this happened to 
us? And where are all the miracles our ancestors told us about? Didn’t they say, 
‘The LORD brought us up out of Egypt’? But now the LORD has abandoned us and 
handed us over to the Midianites.” 14 Then the LORD turned to him and said, “Go with 
the strength you have, and rescue Israel from the Midianites. I am sending you!”   
Judges 6:12–14 (NLT) 

 …why GOD?


