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“You’re Invited Into An
Unknown Mess!”—Pt. 3

army of 400 men!” 7 Jacob was terrified at the news. He divided his household, 
along with the flocks and herds and camels, into two groups.    Genesis 32:1–7 (NLT)

• Until we all have an encounter, facing our mess head on 

 and quit running, it will ALWAYS be someone else’s fault or reason 

 for the mess we are in!
24 This left Jacob all alone in the camp, and a man came and wrestled with him 
until the dawn began to break. 25 When the man saw that he would not win the 
match, he touched Jacob’s hip and wrenched it out of its socket. 26 Then the man 
said, “Let me go, for the dawn is breaking!” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go 
unless you bless me.” 27 “What is your name?” the man asked. He replied, “Jacob.” 
28 “Your name will no longer be Jacob,” the man told him. “From now on you will 
be called Israel, because you have fought with God and with men and have won.” 
Genesis 32:24–28 (NLT)

…8 “And what were all the flocks and herds I met as I came?” Esau asked. Jacob 
replied, “They are a gift, my lord, to ensure your friendship.” 9 “My brother, I have 
plenty,” Esau answered. “Keep what you have for yourself.” 10 But Jacob insisted, 
“No, if I have found favor with you, please accept this gift from me. And what a 
relief to see your friendly smile. It is like seeing the face of God!... Genesis 33:1–11 
(NLT)

• And the mess continues: jealousy, bitterness, insecurity

 and assumption can lead us to creating a mess that can 

 last a lifetime! 
…11 But while his brothers were jealous of Joseph, his father wondered what the 
dreams meant. 12 Soon after this, Joseph’s brothers went to pasture their father’s 
flocks at Shechem. 13 When they had been gone for some time, Jacob said to Joseph, 
“Your brothers are pasturing the sheep at Shechem. Get ready, and I will send 
you to them.”… 18 When Joseph’s brothers saw him coming, they recognized him 
in the distance. As he approached, they made plans to kill him. 19 “Here comes the 
dreamer!” they said. 20 “Come on, let’s kill him and throw him into one of these 
cisterns. We can tell our father, ‘A wild animal has eaten him.’ Then we’ll see what 
becomes of his dreams!”    Genesis 37:1–20 (NLT)

• Whatever our mess might be, God has and knows the real story 

 and ALL its unforgettable and intricate details

…details that He will use as part of his plan.
11 For I know the plans I have for you,” says the LORD. “They are plans for good 
and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.    Jeremiah 29:11 (NLT)

31 But Jacob soon learned that Laban’s sons were grumbling about him. “Jacob 
has robbed our father of everything!” they said. “He has gained all his 

wealth at our father’s expense.” 2 And Jacob began to notice a change in Laban’s 
attitude toward him. 3 Then the LORD said to Jacob, “Return to the land of your 
father and grandfather and to your relatives there, and I will be with you.” 4 So Jacob 
called Rachel and Leah out to the field where he was watching his flock. 5 He said 
to them, “I have noticed that your father’s attitude toward me has changed. But the 
God of my father has been with me. 6 You know how hard I have worked for your 
father, 7 but he has cheated me, changing my wages ten times. But God has not allowed 
him to do me any harm…   For I have seen how Laban has treated you. 13 I am the 
God who appeared to you at Bethel, the place where you anointed the pillar of stone 
and made your vow to me. Now get ready and leave this country and return to the 
land of your birth.’” 14 Rachel and Leah responded, “That’s fine with us! We won’t 
inherit any of our father’s wealth anyway. 15 He has reduced our rights to those of 
foreign women. And after he sold us, he wasted the money you paid him for us. 16 All the 
wealth God has given you from our father legally belongs to us and our children. 
So go ahead and do whatever God has told you.”    Genesis 31:1–16 (NLT)

We all have OUR OWN STORY …our own MESS! 

• Whatever our mess is, we all are carrying it with us wherever we go!
17 So Jacob put his wives and children on camels, 18 and he drove all his livestock 
in front of him. He packed all the belongings he had acquired in Paddan-aram and 
set out for the land of Canaan, where his father, Isaac, lived. 19 At the time they 
left, Laban was some distance away, shearing his sheep. Rachel stole her father’s 
household idols and took them with her. 20 Jacob outwitted Laban the Aramean, 
for they set out secretly and never told Laban they were leaving. 21 So Jacob took 
all his possessions with him and crossed the Euphrates River, heading for the hill 
country of Gilead.    Genesis 31:17–21 (NLT)

• Fear and stress have a way of causing our mess to resurface, 

 reminding us that it never goes away!
29 I could destroy you, but the God of your father appeared to me last night and 
warned me, ‘Leave Jacob alone!’ 30 I can understand your feeling that you must 
go, and your intense longing for your father’s home. But why have you stolen my 
gods?” 31 “I rushed away because I was afraid,” Jacob answered. “I thought you 
would take your daughters from me by force.    Genesis 31:29–31 (NLT)

…6 After delivering the message, the messengers returned to Jacob and reported, 
“We met your brother, Esau, and he is already on his way to meet you—with an 


