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“You’re Invited Into
An Unknown Mess!”

• God’s invitation doesn’t always come with clear answers about

 how to avoid the mess. Sometimes we have to live in the mess 

 before finding answers …it is called TRUST! 
8 When Isaac grew up and was about to be weaned, Abraham prepared a huge feast 
to celebrate the occasion. 9 But Sarah saw Ishmael—the son of Abraham and her 
Egyptian servant Hagar—making fun of her son, Isaac. 10 So she turned to Abraham 
and demanded, “Get rid of that slave woman and her son. He is not going to share 
the inheritance with my son, Isaac. I won’t have it!” 11 This upset Abraham very much 
because Ishmael was his son. 12 But God told Abraham, “Do not be upset over the 
boy and your servant. Do whatever Sarah tells you, for Isaac is the son through whom 
your descendants will be counted. 13 But I will also make a nation of the descendants 
of Hagar’s son because he is your son, too.” 14 So Abraham got up early the next 
morning, prepared food and a container of water, and strapped them on Hagar’s 
shoulders. Then he sent her away with their son, and she wandered aimlessly in the 
wilderness of Beersheba.    Genesis 21:8–14 (NLT)

• Living in the mess is not always about just the mess 

…the LORD, God, is all about the blessings also!
15 When the water was gone, she put the boy in the shade of a bush. 16 Then she 
went and sat down by herself about a hundred yards away. “I don’t want to watch 
the boy die,” she said, as she burst into tears. 17 But God heard the boy crying, and 
the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven, “Hagar, what’s wrong? Do not be afraid! 
God has heard the boy crying as he lies there. 18 Go to him and comfort him, for I 
will make a great nation from his descendants.”    Genesis 21:15–18 (NLT)

• Being invited into an unknown mess has a way of 

 repeating and reproducing the same kind of mess! 
…7 When the men who lived there asked Isaac about his wife, Rebekah, he said, 
“She is my sister.” He was afraid to say, “She is my wife.” He thought, “They will kill 
me to get her, because she is so beautiful.” 8 But some time later, Abimelech, king of 
the Philistines, looked out his window and saw Isaac caressing Rebekah…    
Genesis 26:1–11 (NLT)

Question:  What’s your mess and how are you handling it: are you running 

to God or running from God? 

12 The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your native country, your relatives, 
and your father’s family, and go to the land that I will show you. 2 I will 

make you into a great nation. I will bless you and make you famous, and you will 
be a blessing to others. 3 I will bless those who bless you and curse those who treat 
you with contempt. All the families on earth will be blessed through you.” 4 So Abram 
departed as the LORD had instructed, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five 
years old when he left Haran. 5 He took his wife, Sarai, his nephew Lot, and all his
wealth—his livestock and all the people he had taken into his household at Haran
—and headed for the land of Canaan. When they arrived in Canaan, 6 Abram traveled 
through the land as far as Shechem. There he set up camp beside the oak of Moreh. 
At that time, the area was inhabited by Canaanites. 7 Then the LORD appeared to
Abram and said, “I will give this land to your descendants.” And Abram built an altar 
there and dedicated it to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8 After that, Abram 
traveled south and set up camp in the hill country, with Bethel to the west and Ai
to the east. There he built another altar and dedicated it to the LORD, and he worshiped 
the LORD. 9 Then Abram continued traveling south by stages toward the Negev.    
Genesis 12:1–9 (NLT)

• Every invitation comes with an unknown and unseen price tag 

 because things are not always what you see or think!
…10 At that time a severe famine struck the land of Canaan, forcing Abram to go 
down to Egypt, where he lived as a foreigner…    Genesis 12:10–20 (NLT)

• Abram and Sarai responded to God’s invitation without any idea

 that their lives would become so messy!
…4 Then the LORD said to him, “No, your servant will not be your heir, for you will 
have a son of your own who will be your heir.” 5 Then the LORD took Abram outside 
and said to him, “Look up into the sky and count the stars if you can. That’s how 
many descendants you will have!”…    Genesis 15:1–6 (NLT) 

…2 So Sarai said to Abram, “The LORD has prevented me from having children. Go 
and sleep with my servant. Perhaps I can have children through her.” And Abram 
agreed with Sarai’s proposal….    Genesis 16:1–15 (NLT)

11 For I know the plans I have for you,” says the LORD. “They are plans for good 
and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.    Jeremiah 29:11 (NLT)


